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General comments 
 
This was the sixth examinat ion of the current  IGCSE specif icat ion and the number of 
candidates maintained last  year’ s signif icant  increase. Also the overall qualit y of the 
per-formance matched that  of last  year’ s cohort ,  so that  there was a signif icant  
proport ion of candidates at  the top end, i.e.  those achieving an A grade. As last  year, 
the large maj ority of this year’ s candidate cohort  appeared well prepared for the 
examinat ion in terms of their knowledge, understanding and will ingness to confront  
the quest ions.  
 
Candidates now seem to well able to cope with the answer-book format , and our 
j udge-ment  of the lined space allocat ions to individual quest ion parts seems to have 
been about  right . Very few candidates spil t  their answers onto addit ional sheets of 
paper.  Nor was there evidence of candidates being unable to complete the paper in 
the allocated t ime. Indeed, it  was part icularly heartening to see the bulk of 
candidates giving the part  (c) of Quest ions 2 to 7 an allocat ion of their t ime and 
effort  commensurate with it s value of 6 marks. There is st il l scope here for 
sharpening the precise focus in answering the ques-t ion, with a tendency to 
‘ describe’  rather than ‘ explain’ .    
 
Perhaps more in evidence this year was a small but  growing number of candidates 
who simply at tempted all or most  of  the quest ions in the examinat ion paper and 
who, there-fore, ignored the rubric requirement . They should be disabused that  
there is anything to be gained from such a ‘ spread it  around’  pract ice. 
 
Quest ion 1 is compulsory and seeks to test  the candidate’ s general knowledge of 
Bang-ladesh - it s land, people and economy. In general, the quest ion was tackled 
well.  An-swers to part  (a) were most ly sound, except  for a fair amount  of guesswork 
about  the re-source in (iv). Likewise the general knowledge required in (b) was 
sat isfactory except  that  in (iii) rather too many candidates gave the lat itude rather 
than name the Tropic of  Can-cer. The exemplif icat ion required in (c) was generally 
provided. In (d)(i) most  were aware of the economic interdependence but  failed to 
ident ify the main l inks (ment ioning most  of ten foreign aid rather than t rade and 
foreign investment) creat ing that  interdependence. There was a tendency in (d)(ii) to 
provide general indicators of development  rather than ident ify specif ic ways in which 
economic globalisat ion was impact ing on Bangladesh.  
 
A small percentage of the candidates opted for Quest ion 2 in Sect ion B and it  has to 
be said that  the overall performance was rather weak. In (a) few correct ly ident if ied 
the f lood plain and understood how it  was formed. In (b)(ii) there was a tendency to 
set  down three seasonal names such as ‘ winter’ ,  ‘ summer’  and ‘ monsoon’  in random 
order. In (c), candi-dates had a limited view of river uses (of ten j ust  confined to 
f ishing) and few began to ex-plain why it  is important  to manage these dif ferent  river 
uses. 
 
Quest ion 3 was both popular and generally well answered. Candidates scored well in 
parts (a) and (b).  In (c) there was a tendency j ust  to describe the range of forest  
resources. As a consequence, the economic importance of some of these resources 
was neglected. So too the broader environmental and ecological value of the forests. 
However, the value of forests is being threatened by the devastat ing impact  of 
deforestat ion on what  lit t le for-est  survives. 
 
  



 

In Sect ion C, Quest ion 4 proved the more popular choice with most  candidates 
respond-ing commendably well.  Part icularly encouraging was the interpretat ion of 
Figure 4, except  that  some ignored the ‘ describe’  command and instead offered a 
general explanat ion of the changes. Answers to (b)(iii) tended to be rather oblique, 
preferring to cite factors at -t ract ing people to the chosen locat ion rather than the 
reasons for the high populat ion density. There was a good awareness of ‘ push’  and 
‘ pull’  factors in ©. 
 
The answers to Quest ion 5 were most ly sat isfactory to parts (a) and (b). Candidates 
showed that  they had a reasonably sound grasp of both poverty and urbanisat ion. In 
(c) there was scope for improvement  in that  too many candidates simply described 
and be-moaned the status of women today or were content  to say that  it  was slowly 
improving. The focus needed to be shif ted to the benefits ensuing from an 
improvement  in status. Indeed, some candidates showed themselves to be well 
aware of a whole range of ensu-ing benefits. 
 
In Sect ion D, Quest ion 6 at tached more takers. Many st ruggled in (a)(ii) to explain by 
the EU and US accounted for such a large percentage of the RMG exports, namely the 
huge consumer markets, the large amounts of disposable income and the lack of 
‘ local’  manu-facturing. There was sound work in both parts of (b) and plenty of well-
informed and wholly relevant  responses to ©. 
 
In Quest ion 7,  quite a number of candidates st ruggled in (a)(iii) to t race out  the 
simple links between shopping and the secondary sector (sale of manufactured 
goods) and pri-mary sector (sale of food). When it  comes to the indicators required in 
(b)(ii),  GDP or GNI are of no value unless expressed in per capita terms. In (c) a small 
number of candidates showed no grasp of the informal sector, but  they were 
compensated by other candidates  other showed a good understanding of the the 
dif ferent  facets that  make this sector an important  component  of the Bangladeshi 
economy.  
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